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except his birth. Now, although he isnot one of the
most prosperous men of this village, he belongs,
nevertheless, to one of the most notable families, being
the nephew of the captain of this Nation. Heisaman
of superior mind, not only as compared with his coun-
trymen, but even, in our judgment, he would pass
as such in France. As for his memory, we have
often wondered at it, for he forgets nothing of what
we teach him, and it is a satisfaction to hear him dis-
course upon our Holy Mysteries. He has been mar-
ried since his youth, and has never had more than
one wife,—contrary to the ordinary practice of the
Savages, who are accustomed at that age to change
wives at almost every season of the year. He does
not gamble, not even knowing how to handle the
straws, which are the cards of the country.? He does
not use Tobacco, which is, as it were, the wine and
the intoxication of the country. If he annually makes
a small garden near his cabin, it is only for pastime,
he says, or to give to his friends, or to buy some little
conveniences for his family. He has never made use
of a charm to be successful, as they think, in gam-
ing, fishing, etc., which is the sole ambition of these
poor Barbarians. And, although his Father left him
one at his death,— which, it was said, he had used
very successfully [37] for many years,—and although
he could have taken it as his own, he gave himself
no concern about it, contenting himself with his little
fortune. He never indulged in the diabolical feasts.
Add to all this a fine disposition, wonderfully docile,
and, contrary to the humor of the country, anxious
to learn.

The first act of grace that moved him was the first
discourse the Father Superior ever delivered in one



